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October 5, 2017

Please accept my warmest greetings to the Montgomery County, Indiana residents of the year 2116.  This document serves to explain the reason for this gift and to serve as a catalog of its contents. This project is the culmination of hundreds of devoted hours of work by dozens of volunteers. On behalf of the Crawfordsville / Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce, I am honored to present our 2016 Bicentennial Time Capsule.
Reason for this Time Capsule:


Many in our community have an interest in researching and understanding our history.  How did Crawfordsville and Montgomery County look in the year 1916, Indiana’s Centennial?  What were the prevailing concerns of the citizens, and how did they live? Personally, I found it a daunting task to collect enough information from so many various surviving sources to make a coherent picture of our Centennial year.  We decided to endow a gift to our descendants by documenting our Bicentennial year by preparing our collected resources on archival quality materials and burying them in a sealed Time Capsule for the citizens of the year 2116.  This process began in August, 2015 during our Crawfordsville / Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce board of director’s meeting, when we voted to create this gift you hold in your hands.

I led the creation of the Phonovention/Antique Phonograph Society’s Time Capsule buried in the front lawn of Thomas Edison’s Birthplace home in Milan, Ohio in 2009, so because of my experience with that project I was elected the chairperson of the Chamber’s Time Capsule committee.  Our goals were ambitious; (1) Invite Montgomery County businesses, schools, municipalities, churches and not-for-profit groups to provide document “submissions” explaining who they are and what they do, (2) Complete a photographic survey of Montgomery County during the year 2016 to document in images how our community looked and how we lived our lives, and (3) Provide narratives of Montgomery County life written in the year 2016.  From this original concept, the Time Capsule grew into what you just unearthed.

We mailed over 600 letters through the U.S. Postal Mail Service to businesses, entities and groups asking for submissions.  We met with over 30 amateur and professional photographers asking for their volunteer participation.  Dr. Helen Hudson and Dave Peach each undertook to write chronological narratives of 2016 in their own personal stylistic viewpoints.  Offered here is a humble gift of our volunteered time and effort from a century in your past. The only thing separating us from you - is time.
Catalog of Time Capsule Contents:

There are twelve packets of media within this Time Capsule.  The letter you are reading is contained in the packet I call miscellaneous documents.  Behind this letter is a document named “Bicentennial Time Capsule Photo Gallery Descriptions.”  This document provides narratives for all 277 photographs provided in a separate packet. The next document is a marketing flyer used to promote participation in this project. Following that is a sample letter that we mailed to organizations requesting submissions to this project. Next is the May 20th, 2016 news release we provided to newspapers and radio stations for promotion. Following that is the letter Mayor Todd Barton wrote on our behalf to request that our Time Capsule project be certified as a “Legacy Project” by the State of Indiana’s Bicentennial Commission.  The last item is the Historic Markers Document issued by the Indiana Historic Bureau in 2016, compiled by Dian Moore.

A smaller packet contains “Focus on Montgomery County” by the League of Women Voters of Montgomery County.


The other small packet is a donation to the Time Capsule project by LSC Communications, formally known as R. R. Donnelley & Sons.  It is the 2016 Lakeside Press Classics Series entitled “Through the Brazilian Wilderness” by Theodore Roosevelt. The Lakeside Press Classics series was started in 1903 by Thomas E. Donnelley, then president of RR Donnelley & Sons Company and son of the founder. Thomas E. Donnelley believed that a simple book, dignified and well designed, would be an appropriate holiday gift. In the introduction to the first Lakeside Press Classics, he wrote, "If, in a modest way this volume conveys the idea that machine-made books are not a crime against art, and that books may be plain but good, and good though not costly, its mission has been accomplished".

Another packet includes signatures of Montgomery County citizens.  The sheets perforated along the edge of the page contain signatures of those attending the Bicentennial Torch Relay ceremony in front of the Montgomery County Court House in October, 2016.  The remaining pages are signatures from school students, mostly fourth grade students that attended the same ceremony.


One packet includes printouts of all of the 2016 Crawfordsville / Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce newsletters.


Another packet holds the narrative “2016 Montgomery County Indiana” by Dave Peach.  Mr. Peach is the General Manager of Forcht Broadcasting who owns and operates our local radio stations, and is a member of our Time Capsule committee.  He is one of two individuals that accepted the daunting task of documenting the year 2016 as it occurred.


Dr. Helen Hudson is the other Time Capsule committee member who graciously volunteered to write a yearlong narrative of life in Montgomery County during 2016. This document is in its own packet as well.

The next packet contains submission documents from various sources from all across Montgomery County.  These pages provide you insight into the many organizations and businesses that make up our community.  Included, are submissions from: Alamo Christian Church, Athens Arts, Banjo Corporation, Blue Marketing, CP Products, Crawfordsville Airport, Crawfordsville Audiology, Crawfordsville Community Chorus, Dusk-to-Dawn Bereavement Services, Epsilon Omega Chapter, First Baptist Church, First Christian Church, Franciscan Health and Physician Network, Gamma XI Chapter of PSI IOTA XI, Genealogy Club of Montgomery County, Girl Scouts in Montgomery County, Ivy Tech Crawfordsville, Judith Kleine, Architect, Knights of Columbus, LSC Communications, McCormick-Metsker Agency - City Securities/NFP Insurance, Montgomery County Civic Band, Montgomery County Educational Foundation, Montgomery County Youth Service Bureau, Mr Appliance, New Market Christian Church, North Montgomery Schools, Pace Dairy Foods, Southmont Schools, Sugar Creek Swim Club, The Basketball Heritage Project, The Friends of Sugar Creek, The General Lew Wallace Study & Museum, The League of Women Voters of Montgomery County, Walnut Township Community Organization, and Whitesville Christian Church.

Two large packets contain the photograph survey images of Montgomery County.  One packet includes those images with numerical only labels, and the other packet contains those images with alphanumeric labels.  Descriptions of these images can be found in the “Bicentennial Time Capsule Photo Gallery Descriptions” document previously mentioned.


Be sure to locate the packet with the Certificate of Deposit document from our local bank Hoosier Heartland State Bank.  You are being gifted with an original deposit of $100 that will draw compound interest.  The Certificate is in the name of the City Of Crawfordsville.  The bank needed a legal entity that is certain to still be in existence in the year 2116.  It is a modest amount, but we hope you will be able to use it to help pay for a celebration party in the retrieval of this Time Capsule.

The last packet contains the 33 1/3 revolutions per minute Long Playing record – an industry standard analog sound storage format.  This is a low technology method for us to gift you with the sounds of the year 2016.
In Parting:
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Montgomery County Civic Band performing the “Lane Place March.”


Even though this Time Capsule contains over 1,000 pages of information, it falls short of encapsulating our Bicentennial year 2016.  This year was very unique in so many ways.  Being a presidential election year, national politics was a prevalent topic. It has been said that the Republican Party was born in Crawfordsville, Indiana by the efforts of Henry S. Lane back in the 1860’s due to the nation’s dissatisfaction with the Whig Party.  Political party dissatisfaction was again prevalent in 2016.  The deep divide between Democratic Party adherents and Republican Party supporters grew even wider with the death of our United State Supreme Court Justice, Antonin Scalia on February 13, 2016.  Scalia had the misfortune to die during a Presidential Election year when his appointed replacement could have changed the Supreme Court’s makeup from conservative to liberal. The US Senate refused to hold hearings on his replacement until after the 2016 election.  Great Britain’s exit from the European Union introduced the term Brexit into our vocabulary, and Populism was on the rise in the United States and Montgomery County.
We can’t help but wonder what our world will look like in 2116.  Our latest and most sophisticated technology will appear antiquated to you.  For this very reason, we chose to provide you only low technology media in this Time Capsule.  Color Laser printed pages were produced on a Xerox WorkCentre Model 7835 laser printer.  They were printed on archival quality paper.  We wanted to provide you examples of sound from 2016.  We chose to include a 33 1/3 RPM LP Record which is a low technology analog sound storage medium.
We hope that you will look upon our 2016 Montgomery County, Indiana generation with fondness.  Our community is a wonderful place to live and raise a family.  We hope and pray that the Montgomery County you inherit will be as treasured by your generation.  Through our humble efforts and stewardship, we hope that we have bestowed upon you, our descendants, a brighter future. We ask that you consider what kind of community you want to leave to your descendants and have the will to act upon it.  

May God bless you, and continue to bless the citizens of Crawfordsville and Montgomery County.

Sincerely,

Timothy J. McCormick

Chairperson, Bicentennial Time Capsule

Crawfordsville / Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce

